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stitution, the initiation of laws had been mainly the func-
tion of the Assemblies, while the King had only an
accessory and indirect voice. In the Charter, the situation
was reversed: the King had the initiative, and the two
Houses had only the right to ask the King to initiate legis-
lation. In both constitutions, the laws were sanctioned
and promulgated by the King. The two assemblies had
been called the Legislature and the Senate in the former
Constitution; in the latter they were denominated the
Chamber of Deputies and the Chamber of Peers. The
Legislature and the Chamber of Deputies were to be
elected. The Charter required that to be eligible a mem-
ber must be forty years of age and pay a direct tax of 1000
francs, and to be able to vote one must be thirty years of
age and pay a direct tax of 300 francs. This, then, was a
Constitution qualified by the fact that only the wealthy
enjbyed the right of opposition. The members of the sec-
ond Chamber were to be appointed by the King, according
to both constitutions. In the Senate's Constitution they
were all to be hereditary appointments; in the Charter,
they were to be either hereditary or for life, as the King
saw fit. Both constitutions stated that no law could be
promulgated, no tax could be levied and collected, with-
out the consent of both Houses. The ministers were to be
the secretaries and agents of the King. However, according
to the Constitution of the Senate, they were to be respon-
sible "for anything in the actions of the government that
' would be prejudicial to the laws, to public and individual
liberty, and to the rights of the citizen." The Charter
stated that they could be accused of treason or peculation
by the Chamber of Deputies before the Peers. The Charter}
also stated that the nobility of the Old Regime would re-
ceive their titles back and that the nobility created by
Napoleon would keep theirs. The King might create peers
at will, but he could only bestow rank and honors, and
the nobility were not to be exempt from the laws and duties
^ ,of society. And, finally, the two constitutions guaranteed